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Four Phases of American Development. By John Bassett Moore, 
LL.D., Professor of International Law, Columbia University. 
Baltimore. The Johns Hopkins Press. 1912 pp. 218. 

Dr. Moore delivered the series of lectures embraced in this 
volume at the Johns Hopkins University in April, 191 1. His aim 
is to interpret certain important phases of American history by 
a review of the causes which have produced them. This book is 
not only well worth the reading because of its instructive value, 
but the reading of it will afford a delightful general review of 
United States history. 

The "Four Phases" here treated of are: Federalism; Dem- 
ocracy ; Imperialism ; Expansion. The growth of a real federal 
power, which culminated in the adoption of our Federal Consti- 
tution, is portrayed. This centralizing period was followed by 
a reaction, and gave rise to the strongly advocated doctrines of 
States rights and to Democracy, the causes for which are shown. 
Then Imperialism, a concomitant of the Rebellion necessary for 
the preservation of the Union, is described, and its present day 
traces pointed out. Under the fourth "phase" is presented a 
history of our national Expansion, which traces in brief but clear 
detail the circumstances accompanying each of our national acqui- 
sitions, also enumerates our attempted but unsuccessful acquisi- 
tions, and closes with a short discussion of the United States and 
its relation to international peace. 

H. C. C. 



The Law of Copyright. By L. C. F. Oldfield, M.A., F.C.S., of 
the Inner Temple and South Eastern Circuit, Barrister-at-Law. 
London: Butterworth & Co. Toronto: The Carswell Co., Ltd. 
1912. pp. xxxiv, 269, 23. 

The aim of this book is to present in a brief but complete form 
the present English and American law of Copyright, although the 
work is primarily a commentary on the British Copyright Act of 
191 1, which goes into effect July 1, 1912. The author states each 
section of the Act separately, and then proceeds to comment upon 
it, showing how the law has changed and how the courts have 
construed similar words and provisions in former acts. An 
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attempt is made also to interpret the Act, where it appears doubt- 
ful, by reference to decided cases, and as to matters which are 
now for the first time made subject to copyright protection by the 
Act and upon which therefore there are no English decisions, for- 
eign authorities are quoted. 

Following this treatment of the English Copyright Act are the 
United States Copyright Act of 1909, and the Rules and Regula- 
tions for the Registration of Claims to Copyright in the United 
States. In an appendix is the Revised Berlin Convention of 
1908, collated with the Berne Convention of 1886 and the Acts of 
Paris of 1896. 

This work, intended to serve the practitioner as a handbook or 
code of Copyright law, would seem indispensible to the English 
and colonial lawyer who practices in copyrights. And American 
lawyers desiring to know the rights of American authors and 
publishers under English law will find this book a ready guide of 
very considerable value. 

/. A. S., Jr. 



The Leading Cases on Hindu Law. By S. Srinivasa Aiyar, 
Vakil, High Court, and Manager and Editor, The Madras Law 
Journal. Part I, Adoption — Capacity. Madras: G. C. 
Loganadham Bros., The "Guardian Press," Mount Road. 191 1. 
pp. viii, 114. 

The Hindu system of law was originally a religious rather than 
a political institution. Its foundation-head is found in the Vedas. 
Hindu law is a supposed emanation from a divine will which has 
been revealed to man by inspiration. This system of law the 
British Government in its administration of justice in India has 
within certain limits reserved to the natve inhabitants. 

A series of Leading Cases on Hindu Law will be a distinct and 
important addition to legal bibliography. The author's intention 
is to publish a set of Leading Cases on Indian Law, and he has 
first taken up the subject of Hindu Law. The cases are care- 
fully grouped and analyzed, and in notes appended to the cases is 
shown the manner in which they have been developed and under- 
stood. This compilation of cases when completed should receive 
a warm welcome from lawyers in India. While outside of India 



